Cercyon californicus new species.
Oval, a little uttenuate posteriorly, form nearly as in tristis but slightly less convex. Black, prothorax with either the entire side margin or (typically) with only a spot at the front angles paler; Elytra with a distinctly limited pale area which extends forward along the side margins at least to the middle, and often quite to the base. Head and thorax distinctly alutaceous, finely numerously puncture; elytra visibly but as a rule somewhat less distinctly alutaceous than the thorax, strim fine and very lightly impressed, becoming obsolete just before the apex; interspaces sparsely punctulate, the punctures generally a little finer than those of the prothorax; eighth interspace uniserially punctured. Body beneath piceous, the epipleum paler in those examples in which the pale color of the apex extends forward to the humeri; legs reddish brown to piceous brown; palpi brown with the last joint darker; antennm rufotestaceous, the club piceous. Mesosternal area evenly oval, twice as long as wide, rather coarsely punctured; metasternal area more finely sparsely puncture. 
